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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Amended) In a system including a device that synchronizes with one or more 
synchronization partners, wherem -with the result that a delete request for an object stored on the 
device can possibly result in an inadvertently delet eion of corresponding objects from stores of 
tbe-one or more synchronization partner s when later synclunoni zi ne the device with those 
synchroniz ati on partners, a method for deleting the object from a store of the device without 
causi ng an inadvertent deIetior»Hg u _of the corresponding objects on any of the ene-OF-mofe 
synchronization partners, the method comprising: 

as a first an act o^wbilc^synchronizing the device with a firsLsynchronization 

partner, using a fater^^^^^ein-lhe-fi-lter excludes anthe objec t so that it is not 

synchroni zed at the device, and thereby targeti nn th at object for deletio n at the device 

ir-&m4fre synchronisation ; 

as a ncyfra act, ©^requesting that th etargotod object be deleted from the device; 

thereafter, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, an act of 
determining b y a sync m anage^whether other synchronization partners are synchronizing 
the targeted objectkirrespofts e to the req uest; and 

asa n furthe r acts, of^tele ting the object-fteni the devi ee-if the sync m anager 
detegmwes -it is dete r mined t hat 

either the targeted object is no t being synchronized with the any of the 
other synchronization partners^ or 

that none of the other synchronization partners , object to th e re quested 
dotation, 

then proceeding with de l etion of the targeted object from the device, hut 
otherwise. 
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not deleting the ta rget ed object from the dpyice even though it is no longer 
synchronized wilhUic first SMicluonization partner, 

ther eby preventing an y in advertent deletion from other synchronizatio n 
partners. nllo^Mhe^jeot-ky-be-d^eled-r 

2. ( Amended ) A method as defined in claims l _pr, ,32 . wherein the act of 
synchronizing the device further comprises an act of the user specifying parameters of the filter. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4> (Amended) A method as defined in claims 1 or 32» wherein the act of requesting 
that the t^rgetccLobject be deleted further comprises an act of sending a soft delete request from a 
first device sync module associated with the first synchronization partner to thea sync manager 
of the device . 

5. ( Amen ded) A method as defined in claim 4^ further comprising an act of 
updating tracking data of alhe first device sync module such that the first device sync module 
docs not subsequently synchronize the targ eted object wkh-^ assooiatod w ith the first 
synchronization partner even if the targeted object is not delete d from the devic e, 

6. (Amended) A method as defined in claim 4+, further comprising an act of the 
sync manager identifying other device sync modules, a ssociated wit h ot her synchron isation 
ttftdnqg that synchronizc^wilh tee-stere-ef-the devic e by checking a sync client registration tabi c 
maintained at the device * 

7. (Cancelled) 
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8- (Am ended) A method as defined in claim 6, further comprising an act of updating 
tracking data associated with the other synchronization partners such that the targeted object is 
not subsequently synchronized with the other synchronization partners even if the object is not 
deleted_aUh^dcyicc, 

9. (Original) A method as defined in claim 6, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying the other synchronization partners that the object was soft deleted, 
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10. (Amended! In a system including a devico having a store, wherein the store is 
synchronized with one or more synchronization partners, whefemwi th the result lhat a delete 
request for an object in the store can possibly r esult in an i nadvertent deletion of corresponding 
objects on the one or more synchronization partners when later s ynchronizing (he d evice with 
jfege p artners , a method for deleting an object from the store of the device without causing a n 
inadvertent c fcletion of corresponding objects on any of the synchronisat ion p artncrs -4hat--ifl 
e x clude d " b y a ~ filler-^*™ g synch reniteatk ffl botwoen- the-devHs ^ and a fir st-^q^hr^^fttion 
pa rt n er, the method comprising the following acts : 

while s ynchronizing the device store with a first synchronisation pa rt ner, using a 
filter, lhat excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at thp d evi ce, and there by 
ta rgeting that object for deletion at the device store; 

on act of a~first-dev ico G yno modulo sending a soft delete reques t for the targete d 
object from a first svnc module a t the device to a sync manageroflhc device, wherein the 
first device sync module is associated with the first synchronization partner; 

an act of thereafter, in response to the soft de l ete request for t he , targeted objec t, 
the sync manager determining whethe r, any other synchronization partner s is are 
synchronizing the targeted o bject: and 

ifflr-aet»of«deleling the targeted o bject from th e devic e stor e only if Hieno other 
synchronization partners js fire-no^synchronizing the objectf-aftd 

synchro s izalHefrpartrerfr-i s synchron 4ain g the objeet t 

11. (Amended) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33 , further comprising an act of 
receiving the soft delete request from the first synchronization partner, wherein the soft delete 
request informs the first device sync module that the object is excluded by the filter and may be 
deleted from the store of the device- 
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12. (Amended ) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33. wherein the-aet-oP4kHfir-sfe 



is no longer synchronized by the first synchronization partner. 

13, (Amended) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33 , wherein the other 
synchronization partners that synchronize the store of the device are registered in a tabic of the 
sync manager. 

14. ( Amended) A method as defined in claims 10„or33, further comprising an act of 
not synchronizing the targ eted object in future synchronizations between the device and the first 
synchronization partner. 

15, (AmcgnLdj)d) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33 , wherein the act of deleting 
the targeted, object from th e device store further comprises an act of other device sync modules 
updating their tracking data such that the deletion of the targeted o bjec t at the device store is not 
propagated to the corresponding objects of theany other synchronization partners .corres ponding 
to the other device sync modules . 

1 6. (Amended) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33 . further comprising: 

an act of the first device sync module tracking that the targeted object was soft 
deleted; and 

an act of ensuring that the other synchronization partners do not delete 
corresponding objects from stores of the synchronization partners. 




module-sending athe soft delete reques t from the first svnc m odu le at the devico 
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17, (A mended) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33 . further comprising: 

an act of allowing tho olher synchronization partners to delete the targeted [ object 
from their stores; and 

an act of preventing the targeted object from being deleted from a store of the first 
synchronization partner. 
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18. (A mended) In a system including a device having a device store, wherein Ihe 
dSyjfie store o Tlhe dovio e-is synchronized with stores of one or more synchronization partners, 
with the rcsulUhat a delete request for a data object of the device store can possibly result in an 
inadve rtent deletion of corresponding data objects at one or more of the stores o f the 
synchronisation p a rtners when later synchronizing Ihe device with those partner^ a method for 
automatically deleting a data object from the store of the device without causing an in acjycjtgnt 
deletifiningLof corresponding data objects from the stores of any or the oth er tfte-eHe-or-1410^ 
synchronization partners during future synchronizations, the method comprisin g steps for : 

a step for as a result of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first 
synchronization partner, wherewh4l*^*sy^ a soft delete request 

for theat arnctcd data object at the device gjjorg; 

arj^-fp^querying_all other synchronization partners ofjhed^ 
sync modu les to determine if the targeted data object is synchronized b y any of the other 
ene-or-m^re synchronization partners; 

a-step-ftH^granting the soft delete reques t only if 

no o flLcjlho^n^pffiore synchronization partners i$_tio-netrsynchronizinue 
the targeted d ata objected 

M other or if tho -on e or moF e-synchronization partners denics grafl* 
permission for the soft delete request^ an d otherwi se, 

a-step-for-denying the soft delete request-tf-ette~of tho ono-HQf^-mere 
syfi^hfe«kalio^p^flefs^je o^ to tho sofrde 



19. (Amended) A method as defined in claims 18 or 34. wherein the step for 
synchronizing the device store further comprises: 

an act of detecting that the data object does not meet parameters of a filter used 
during the synchronization of the device store with the store of the first synchronization 
partner; 
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an act of updating tracking data of a first device sync module for the dala object such 
that the object is no longer synchronized, the first device sync module associated with the 
first synchronization partner; and 

an act of the first device sync module sending the soft delete request to a sync 
manager. 



20. (Amended^ A method as defined in claim 198, wherein the step for querying al] 
othe r synchronization partners deviee-syn c modules further comprises: 

an act of a sync manager, which receives the soft delete request, determining if 
the-other device sync modules track the targeted data object; 

iCso^an act of determining whether the other device sync modules object to the 
deletion of the targeted d ata object; 

an act of not deleting th e targeted data object when one of the other device sync 
modules objects to the deletion of the targeted data object; and 

an act of updating tracking data of the other device sync modules that do not 
object to the deletion of the targeted data object such that the t argeted data object is no 
longer synchronized through the other device sync modules. 

21. (Amend ed) A method as defined in claims 1 8 or 33 > further comprising a step for 
ensuring that the targeted data object is not deleted from any of the ofto-of^moFO-synchronization 
partners, 



22. (Original) A method as defined in claim 21, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying their corresponding synchronization partner that a soft delete was 
performed on the data object. 

23-31 (Cancelled) 
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32. (New) In a system including a device that synchronizes with one or more 
synchronization partners, with the result that a delete request for an object stored on the device 
can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects from stores of one or more 
synchronization partners when later synchronizing the device with those synchronization 
partners, a computer program product comprised of a computcr-readable medium for storing 
computer-executable instructions for implementing a method for deleting the object from a store 
of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of the corresponding objects on any of the 
synchronization partners, and wherein the method is comprised of; 

as a first act, while synchronizing the device with a first synchronization partner, 

using a filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and 

thereby targeting that object for deletion at the device; 

as a next act, requesting that the targeted object be deleted from the device; 

thereafter, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, an act of 
determining whether other synchronization partners arc synchronizing the targeted 
object; and 

as further acts, if it is determined that 

either the targeted object is not being synchronized with the any of the 
other synchronization partners, or 

that none of the other synchronization partners object to the requested 
deletion, 

then proceeding with deletion of the targeted object from the device, but 
otherwise, 

not deleting the targeted object from the device even though it is no longer 
synchronized with the first synchronization partner, 

thereby preventing any inadvertent deletion from other synchronization 
partners. 
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33. (New) Tn a system including a device having a store, wherein the store is 
synchronized with one or more synchronization partners, with the result that a delete request for 
an object in the store can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects on 
the one or more synchronization partners when later synchronizing the device with those 
partners, a computer program product comprised of a computer-readable medium for storing 
computer-executable instructions for implementing a method for deleting an object from the 
store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects on any of 
the synchronization partners, and wherein the method is comprised of the following acts: 

while synchronizing the device store with a first synchronization partner, using a 

filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby 

targeting that object for deletion at the device store; 

sending a soft delete request for the targeted object from a first sync module at the 

device to a sync manager of the device, wherein the first device sync module is 

associated with the first synchronization partner; 

thereafter, in response to the soft delete request for the targeted object, the sync 

manager determining whether any other synchronization partner is synchronizing the 

targeted object; and 

deleting the targeted object from the device store only if no other synchronization 
partner is synchronizing the object. 

I 
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34. New In a system including a device having a device store, wherein the device 
store is synchronized with stores of one or more synchronization partners, with the result that a 
delete request for a data object of the device store can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion 
of corresponding data objects at one or more of the stores of the synchronization partners when 
later synchronizing the device with Uiose partners, a method for automatically deleting a data 
object from the store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of corresponding data 
objects from the stores of any of the other synchronization partners during future 
synchronizations, the method comprising steps for: 

as a result of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first synchronization 
partner, generating a soft delete request for a targeted data object at the device store; 

querying all other synchronization partners of the device to determine if the 
targeted data object is synchronized by any of the other synchronization partners; 

granting the soft delete request only if 

no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, 

and 

no other synchronization partner denies permission for the soft delete 
request, and otherwise, 

denying the soft delete request 
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